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tions as to their inspection, control and remunera-
tion ; it provided that no one was to have an un-
registered Mui Tsai in his employment, and that
every Mui Tsai over ten years of age should be
entitled to wages.   Has not the time come when
Part III. should be adopted and registration in-
sisted upon ?   One can well understand how diffi-
cult it is to root out a servile institution which has
behind it the backing of ancient custom, and no
one ought to minimise the difficulties of adminis-
tration in an area where the Chinese form so over-
whelming a proportion of the population.   But
Hong Kong is British territory, and it is British
territory, moreover, as to which an Ordinance now
more than five years old was enacted for the definite
purpose of carrying into effect the declaration of
the British Government that Mui Tsai should be
promptly abolished.   It has not been abolished;
indeed, the most recent information on the subject
seems to show that the numbers of these children
in bondage is  actually increasing.   In a speech
made a few months ago, the Chairman of the Anti-
Mui Tsai Society deckred: " According to private
estimates there are about 10,000 Mui Tsai in Hong
Kong, and according to the investigation of some
six years ago there were in Hong Kong and on the
mainland a total of 8653 Mui Tsai."
The Anti-Mui Tsai Society, replying to the ques-
tion whether the Mui Tsai is or is not a slave,
retorted by the following comparison: